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method was the perfection of lucid and systematic demonstration. To 
Americans he always extended a most cordial welcome, and in the 
charming hospitality of his home he was ever seconded by his ac- 
complished wife, familiarly known as Curtia. There are many of 
our younger scholars whose pleasantest and most stimulating associa- 
tions with German scholarship are connected with the personality of 
Georg Curtius. 

AUGUST WILHELM EICHLEB. 

August Wilhelm Eichlee was born at Neukirchen, in Hesse- 
Cassel, on the 22d of April, 1839. After a gymnasial course at Hers- 
feld he entered the University of Marburg, where he devoted himself 
to the study of mathematics and the natural sciences, the latter under 
the guidance of Wigand. In 1861 he gained his doctorate, the subject 
of his thesis as candidate being " The Development of the Leaf, with 
especial Reference to the Formation of Stipules," which at once revealed 
his talent and promise. Upon Wigand's recommendation, he was now 
invited by Martius to Munich to be his assistant in the care of his her- 
barium, and soon became engaged with him upon his great work, the 
" Flora Brasiliensis," to which he contributed largely until the death 
of Martius, in 1869, when he himself assumed the editorship of it. 
From 1865 till 1871 he also gave private botanical instruction in the 
University of Marburg, and then accepted the position of Professor of 
Botany in the Polytechnic Institution at Gratz. In 1873 he was ap- 
pointed Professor of Botany at Kiel, and five years later succeeded 
Alexander Braun as Director of the Royal Botanic Garden and Museum 
at Berlin, which office he held till his death, on the 2d of March, 1887. 
Eichler's contributions to the " Flora Brasiliensis," which included 
the Gymnosperms, many of the smaller polypetalous orders, and several 
of the other dicotyledonous orders, were marked by extreme thorough- 
ness, and established his reputation as an acute and skilful systematic 
botanist. These investigations led to the discussion by him of various 
morphological questions, especially in relation to the structure of the 
flower in the orders under review, and out of this grew the most impor- 
tant and prominent of his publications, the " Bluthendiagramme." In 
this strictly morphological treatise Eichler took up the phaenogamous 
orders consecutively, and with much originality and painstaking accu- 
racy gave in detail the peculiarities of many of the genera under each 
order in respect to the inflorescence, the parts of the flower, and their 
arrangemeut, illustrating the whole with numerous diagrams. The 
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work is unique in its class for its extent, completeness, and thorough- 
ness. 

Eichier was a man of strong will, having a great capacity for labor, 
and with a sensitiveness to duty which allowed him no rest so long as 
his physical strength endured. During the last ten years of his life, 
however, he suffered much from disease, which revealed itself in 1886 
as the fatal malady known as leukaemia. 

He was elected Member of this Academy in 1885, as successor to 
George Bentham. His name has been given to a Brazilian genus of 
Geraniacese. 

HENRY JAMES SUMNER MAINE. 

Sir Henry James Sumner Maine was born in the year 1822. 
He was a son of the physician, Dr. James Maine. He was educated 
at Christ's Hospital, and at the University of Cambridge, where he 
received many honors for his excellent scholarship. The Craven 
Scholarship was given him, and medals for Latin and English verses. 
He was Senior Classic, Senior Chancellor's Classical Medalist, and 
Senior Optime in Mathematics. He took his degree in 1844. He did 
not receive a fellowship from his own College, Pembroke. There were 
no Pembroke fellowships vacant at the time. He received one from 
Trinity Hall, and took up his residence there. He was Tutor in the 
College, and afterwards, at a later period of his life, its Head Master. 

Between the years 1844 and 1847 he must have been mainly occu- 
pied with the study of Jurisprudence; for in 1847 he was made 
Regius Professor of the Civil Law in his University. Three years 
later, in 1850, he was called to the bar, and became a member both 
of Lincoln's Inn and of the Middle Temple. At the Middle Temple 
he was Reader in Jurisprudence and the Civil Law, and delivered the 
lectures which were afterwards (in 1861) published under the title of 
Ancient Law. The lectures were delivered in the beautiful old hall 
of the Middle Temple, — the same hall where, in 1601-2, Shake- 
speare's Twelfth Night was performed. 

The Ancient Law is almost the first book in our language in which 
Jurisprudence is treated from a strictly scientific point of view. It is 
almost the first attempt to explain the development of legal ideas 
according to the doctrine of evolution. The book is composed in a 
very simple and lucid style, so that it is interesting not merely to stu- 
dents of legal history, but to scholars generally ; it has been very much 
read, both in England and in foreign countries; and it has brought 



